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may have occasionally been inquired 
into, and in some instances corrected 
by the court of chancery, appear to 
us to require a more efficient and 
particulai superintendance. 1 he masters 
salary (or both schools, amountiujT 
to 180/. per annum, has been received 
for tljirteen years by a gentlemaij 
w!io ne'er taught a single scholar 
jn el; her; and though there « no rpasoij 
to apprehend any mismanagement of 
the funds by the present agent, and 
though the last lettiiigs of the lands 
appears to have been conducted with 
proper attention, we are of opinion 
that the present situation of tlie con- 
cerns of this charily, under the direction 
of the court of chancery (before which 
they were first brought by an in- 
formalion filed in the year 1735, and 
in which court they are still, as al- 
ready stated, a perpetual cause) is 
not favourable to an active and suf- 
ficient controul over the conduct either 
of (he agent or tfte masters, and 
other persons employed in the schools. 

Council Ch'im. Jnf;) ii3, 18U7, 
(Signed) W. Armagh. ("-.s.) 

Ge(?. IJai.1. Provost. (l.s.) 
Jas. Verschoyle. Dean of 

St. Patrick's (l'S-) 

JAS. Whitklaw. (l.s.) 

WllLIAM DiSNET. ,t.S-) 

R. L. Edoeworth. (l ■s.) 

( A correct copy . ) 
J.'CoKNEii-LE, Sec to the Commissioners. 

To his Grace Charles Duke of Rich- 
mond and Lenox, lord lieutenant 
general and general governor of 
Ireland, SfC. 
The third Report oftlie Commissioners 
for inquiring into tfie state of all 
Scliools on public or charitable 
foundations in Ireland, 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 

WE the undersigned commissioners 
for inquiring into the several 
funds and revenues granted for the 
purposes of education, and into the 
stale and condition of alt schools on 
public and charitable foundations in 
Ireland, have thought it necessary to 
prefix to our report upon the present 
s;tate of" the Protestant clutrter schools," 
some account of the origin, object, 
and progress of those schools, as well 
as -of their conduct and management. 



which we therefore beg leave to Hib- 
mit to your grace in the following 
statement : 

The charier for establishing Protestant 
schools in Ireland, was granted by 
his late Majesty, Gcorrje the secontl, 
HI the year i7J3, on the petition of 
the principal nobility, tlprijy and 
gentry of Ireland, setting forth the 
gross ignorance, disaffeclion and want 
of civilization that i)revaikd ami>ng 
the 'Popish inhabitants, v\ ho in tiie 
provinces of Leinsier, Munster, and 
Connaught, weye stated as far ex- 
ceecUng the ProtesUnls in numlior; 
and praying the incorporation of a so- 
ciety for establishing and maintaining a 
symcient numher of English Protestant 
sciiools in proper situations, as one 
of the most elfectual means of con- 
verting and civilizing the Irish natives ; 
and in which the cnildren oftlie poor 
might be instructed gratis in tlie 
English tongue, and the fundamental 
principles of tiue religion and loyally. 
The charter, after reciting the above 
particulars, proceeds to nominate and 
appoint the persons who are to com- 
pose asociety incorporated for erecting 
naintaining and supporting, in such 
places as they shall judge to be most 
convenient and necessary, such and 
so many English Protestant schools 
as they shall think proper, with power 
to appoint fit ptr^ons to he school- 
masters and scbocil- mistresses of the 
same, who shall instruct the cliildrfn 
of the Popish and other poor natives 
in the English tongue, in the principles 
of the Protestant religion, in readuig, 
writing and arithmetic, and such othf-r 
parts of learning as to the society 
shall seera meet, and bring them up 
in virtije and industry, and cause 
thera to Ije instructed in husbandry 
and housewifery, or in trades or 
manufactures, or other manual occupa- 
tions; for which the society are to 
provide ihem with all necessary uiensils 
and malenals, as also with bibles and 
common prayer books, and other 
proper books, and to give ihem en- 
couragements by providing clothes, 
diet, and lodgiiig, for such of lliem 
as to the society shalj seem meet, 
until they shall judge them fit to be 
put out to trades or services, or other 
employments ; and to allow ihe masters 
and mistresses such yearly wages or 
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salaries as shall seem reasonable, to- 
gether witb the benefit of school- 
houses, dwelling-houses, gardens, fields, 
and the other accommodatiotis for the 
jjulposes aforesaid .• It further directs 
that a committee of fifteen members 
Cif the society, chosen annually, shall 
carry iilto execution all orders, rule* 
and directions masie at the generat 
meetings, to be- held quarterlj? or 
ofteoer ; and provides for the admissiOB 
of new members into the society, vfe. 
such as being Protestant's shall become 
subscribers or benefactor^ to the funds 
thereof. And for enabling the society 
to carry these objects into effect, 
jt makes them' and their successors 
for ever capable of receiving and en- 
joying lands, rents, annuities, and 
6their hereditaments, not exceeding 
the clear yearly value of two thousand 
pounds, and to take and receive any 
sums of money, goods, or chattels 
that shall be given or bequeathed to 
Ihem by any persons or bodies corporate 
who shall be capable ot making such^ 
gifts or bequests. 

The charter was opened the 6th 
of February 1733-4 in the council 
chamber of the castle of Dublin, in 
the presence of the Duke of Dorset, 
then lord lieutenant of Ireland, and 
many of the principal nobility, gentry, 
and clergy; and a subscription was 
jmmediatelj entered into, and after- 
'w^rds earned on both in England and 
Ireland, by which the societj was 
CD&bled fo found one school in the 
course of the following year ; it was 
placed at Castle-dermor, in the county 
of Kildare, in ackriowledgmeBt of the 
munificence of the thea Earl of 
Kildare, who, in addition to his original 
subscription of five hundred pounds, 
ei^ged to endow it witl\ a grant of 
twenty acres of land." Three other 
schools were founded % the year 1735, 
one in 1736, and three in 1737. hi 
fixing on tiie sites of these and of 
their other schools in general, the 
society appears to have been detec- 
mined partly by the presumed necessity 
for them m very Popish districts, 
and partly by the offers of Protestant 
landholders to endow them witii lands, 
not only for building on, but for the 
maintenance and support of the schools, 
and to alford opportunities for in- 
slxucling and exercising the boys in 



agriculture and j;ard«)ing. Such en- 
dowments were in generat made by 
leases renewable for ever, or on very 
long tenures, and at very low rents 
(on the condition however of reverting 
to the grantors and their (leirs, if 
the schools should be discontinued, 
or not kept cipto the original establish- 
ment); and the lands annexed io 
each school are held under the society 
by the masters at an advanced rent, 
but usually £ar below the real value, 
so as to torm a consitTerable part of 
their income. The Protesrant gentry 
and clergy in the neighbourhood of 
each school usually contributed to its 
support by annual subscriptions; the 
average of these and other subscriptions 
for the first four years (which, with 
the profit rents already mentioned, 
were then the only funds of the so- 
ciety) amounted to about sixteen 
hunch-ed pounds per annUm. Dfthis 
sum, the greater part was raised in 
England, where a society was formed 
for the purpose of procuring such 
contributions, and which sul»sisied for 
miny years, mider the name of "The 
Corresponding Society." — In the year 
1738, his Majesty, George (he second, 
having on an address ft'oca the society 
been graciously pleased to augment 
its funds by tlie grant of one thousand 
pounds, which was afterwards continued 
annually ; six additional schools \<«re 
erectetf, with similar encouragem«iit 
and support from thos« on whose 
estates or ia whose neighbourhood 
they were placed : and other iiberat 
offers and contributions continuing 
to be annually made to the society, 
they were enabled in the next nine 
years to establish as many new schools. 
In the year 1740, the society be. 
came possessed of their first landed 
estate, devised to them by the honour- 
able Mrs. Anne Hamilton, for founding 
a school at Dundalk, and sittiaied in 
the county of Down ; it virais then fet 
for thirty-five pounds nineteen shillings 
ami six pence, but has sinee risen to 
two hundred and seventy-six pounds 
per annum. In the year 1747, the 
produce of the duty on hawkers and 
pedlars was granted by parliament to 
tlie society, amounting, on an average 
of the next forty years, to eleven 
hundred and fifty pounds per annum. 
By tlMs bounty of p«U<unen^ tbe 
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society was enabled to efect fourteen 
new schools in the next three years. 
And in 1751 the Duke of Dorset 
then agaifl lord lieutenant, having 
recommended the cliarler schools in 
his speech on the opening of the 
session of parliament, the sum of five 
thousand pounds was granted to the 
society on a petition of ihe House 
of Commons to his Majesty ; in con- 
sequence of which, seven additional 
Schools were established in the three 
following years. From that lime to 
the present, the society have continued 
to receive parliamentiay grants every 
session, which indeed became necessary 
from the great increase of their es- 
t tbiishments. The sums granted have 
usually varied with the exigencies of 
the society ; in the first ten year9, 
the average of them amounted- to 
about three thousand live harjdred 
pounds per annum ; in the next ten, 
to about five tliou^and eight hundred 
and twenty pounds; in the next, to 
about six thousand one hundred pounds ; 
in the next, to above nine thousand 
pounds ; inthe next, to eleven thousand 
eight hundred and iifty pounds ;and 
in the last seven, to near twenty 
thousand pounds per annum. One 
reason for this grt-at increase iir the 
last twenty years is, that about the 
year 1787, the duty on hawkers and 
pedlars became wholly unproductive; 
and the amount of annual su4jscriptions 
had then", and has since declined very 
considerably; an^d in the year 1794. 
on the adoption of new regulations 
in the management of the treasury 
in Ireland, bis Majesty's boimty of 
one thousand poimds per annum being 
discontinued, the parliamentary grant 
was augmented, as a compensation 
to tlie society. In the year 1758, 
there was an extraordinary grant of 
five thousand pounds (included in 
the average of tiie tirst ten years) 
for erecting four provincial nurseries 
for the reception of children below 
the age of adnii-.sion into the schools, 
for the maintfuanre ofwhicb, parlia^nent 
was in some degree pledged, by thus 
sanctioning and directing establishments 
tor which no other' provision existed ; 
and the grants were accordingly larger 
from the lime tiiese nurserifs were 
opened; they were dfsigned to con- 
fain one bundled childruu esch^ and 



have usually their full compliment. 
In the same year, 1758, tiie society 
having become possessed of lands 
in the county of Westmeath, and 
other properly beciueathed to them 
by the reverend William Wilson, 
for founding a charter school in that 
county, did accordingly establish one 
on the lands so devistd, the clesr 
rents of which amount at present {o, 
one hundred and ninety-one pounds 
seventeen shillings and six pence 
per annum. In the year 1760, t!it 
estates of the late earl of Ranelagh, 
which had been devised by him for 
th« support of ihcrrity schools at 
Koscommon and Athlone, were vested 
in the society by act of parliament i 
and two schools were in a short time 
accordingly established at those places, 
into which, agreeably to the will d 
lord Banelagh, the children of Protes- 
tants only are admitted. The rental 
of these estates amounts at present 
to one thoiisiind seven hundred and 
forty eight pounds two shillings and 
six 'pence. In the year 1763, doclor 
Richard Pococke, bishop of Ossorj-, 
bequeathed a considerable estate both 
real and personal to tl>e incorporated 
society, for founding a weaving school 
aear Kilkenr^y, tor' Papist foys only, 
to be educated in the Protestant re- 
ligion, which school was accordingly 
establislied, and continues to besup- 
ported out of said bequest; the real 
estate produces at this time ei^bt 
hundred and forty six pounds nine 
shiUtngs ami four pence ha'fpemiy, 
and is more than sufficient for tlie 
maintenance of the present estHblish- 
ment ; so that there is now an ac- 
cumulation of this fund, of aiiove 
si.^teen hundred pounds in the hnndj 
of the society. In the year ]7tii, 
the late Chi<lley Coote, c>sc(uire, At- 
yised an estate in the countv of 
iJmerick to the society, which is let 
ft present for 230/. per annum. Since 
that time, there have beiMi four ad- 
ditioRSl schoo's ereettd out of the 
general funds of the society : one at 
Csstlebiir, in 1763 ; one at Tarbert ; 
and another at Newmarket, since 
suppressed ; and the school in Baggot- 
street in tlie cit; of I >ui>liTi, estaWisihed 
in 1804. The total number o! schools 
founded by the society, including (he 
nui^ertes and those on the Hauelagh 
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ami Pococke foundation-t, amounted 
lo fifty-eigbt, ai)d were ca|>ai>le of 
coDtaining about two tboa»])d seven 
bttiulred children. It is certain how- 
rver tiiatthis iiuiuLier was never actually 
sccummodated in tbeiii at- any one- 
time; and, indeed the entire number 
of schools never existed togetlier, .as 
several o( them had bee^ su|)pressed, 
or otherwise discontinued, betoje t:ie 
latest uf them had been established. 
This was occasioned generally by the 
local disadvantages of their situation, 
aiui ill some instances by tlie resumption 
of lands which had been granted for 
their support. The number of those, 
of alt descriptions, remaining at present, 
is thirty-nine; in which tbereappear,by 
the last returns, to have been two thou- 
sand two hundred and tifty-one children. 
Jn the year 1786, the funds of the 
society were augmented by the es- 
tates of the late John Itogerson esq. 
who bad directed in bis wid that 
tbey should be sold, and the pvir- 
rhase money, after paying certain 
legicies and other bequests, be vest- 
ed in the incorporated society. It 
appears, however, that only so much 
of bis estates was sold, as was suffi- 
cient for discharging these bequests, 
and the society obtained possession o{ 
tiie remainder, which produced at that 
time thirteen hundred and ftfty-nine 
pounds fourteen shiliings and one pen- 
ny per annum, but have since been 
riised to seventeen hundred and sev- 
enty pounds. In ITS'), the society 
succeeded to aii estate in the coun- 
ty of Louth, at present producing 
alx>ve tliree hundred poimds per an- 
iium, under the will of the late dean 
Stewart, dated in the year 1'74. which 
direcfed that on failure of bsue of 
tlie immediate devisees, it should be 
vested in the incorporated society, for 
tlie purposes therein expressed. There 
have been other smaller bequests and 
donations of lands and rent charges 
for the support of particular schools, 
amounting in the whole to about two 
hundred and thirty-eigiit potmds per 
annum; and the prot»t rer.t of the 
lands, held by the sev eral school-mas- 
ters under the society, amounts to 
ab'jut one hundred and eighty pounds 
per annum. There is also an annual 
grant of two hundred and fifty pounds 
made to the society, by the govern- 



ors of Erasmus Smith's schools, for 
the support oi the charter school of 
Sligo. In the year 1790, a Dutch no- 
bleman, resident m li^ondon, fiaron 
Vryhouven, bequeathed to the soci- 
ety a great part of his funded pro- 
perty, amounting to fifty-six thousand 
six liundred and tefty-sin pounds stock 
in the three per-cent., cons<^, and 
producing an interest of about seven- 
teen hundred poands per annum. And 
about the same time aa unknown 
benefactor transfened to the society, 
stock to the amount of forty thousand 
pounds ill the 4-per-ceiits. producing 
about sixteen hundred pounds per an- 
num. The entire proiduce of these 
several funds and estates bequeathed 
to, and vested io the incorporated 
society, for the sole and express pur- 
]xise of educating poor children in the 
Proiestaiit religion, and apprenticing 
them to Protestant masters, amounted 
ill the last year (exclusive of the parlia- 
mentary grant) to <£y765 9 7 per annum. 
Xo be coniinued. 



To the E^tor of the Belfast Magazine. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE NATUKE OF 
SOILS, WITH THEIR MODE OF IM- 
PROVEMENT. 
SIS, 

I SEND you the following obser- 
vations on the nature of Soils, with 
the mode of improving the same, 
according to thie metbcd at present 
adopted by every intelligent farmer 
in this country : hoping it may sti- 
mulate others of your Correspondents, 
who are perhaps better versed in the 
latest discoveries in philosophy, and 
cljemistry, to turn their attention 
towards this subject ; which is of the 
utmost importance to every practical 
fiirmer in the management of their 
farms ; and' though it cannot be sup- 
posed that every farmer can be a 
philosopher, or an adept chemist, yet 
there are none who may not make 
themselves acquainted with the na- 
ture of the soil which they cultivate, 
relative to its component parts ; and 
by judicious and proper treatment to 
render it (as far as is in his power) 
prolific in the production of vegetables 
of every kind. 

In order that some of your readers 
may the better uhdetstaod what may 



